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fantasy film. The thing that I'm
adoring is my current novel as
usual, which is set in a parallel
Renaissance Italy and is full of
wonderful clothes, wonderful views,

wonderful sword fights, and lots of

blood and mayhem.

Q: And an element of wish-fulfill-

ment?

Lee: Oh, yes. It's my wish-ful-
fillment too. I'd love to have
been an agile sword fighter. I
probably was sometime.

Q: In a previous incarnation?
Lee: Well how else?

Q: Do you have anyserious occult
beliefs?

Lee: No, not really.
tised a very minor form of witch-
craft which is based on willpower,
self-fulfillment, and self-desire,
and positive thinking, and some-
times it's worked very well, and [
think it's possible that we all
have the ability to do it. It in-
terests me, but I don't know an
awful lot about it.

Q: 1t does seem to me that all of
us are believers in the supernat-
ural under the skin, and this may
be the appeal of such fiction.
Consciously we don't believe it,
but unconsciously we do. We're

all superstitious, whether we admit
it or not.

Lee: You see, [ believe in it con-
sciously, because I think there

are these powers around in our-
selves, mainly, which are respon-
sible for an awful lot of the
weird things that happen to us and
to other people. Certainly, I'm
extremely superstitious. T would
never walk under a ladder because
I found that if I did walk under
a ladder, something pretty horri-
ble would happen. Now I believe
that was me, because 1 had picked
up the superstition and I was
afraid it would happen, and I
partly made it happen. I got my-
self into situations in which I
was nervous, where they happened,
or myv will, which is quite strong,
was influencing things and they
turned out badly. Then I found
out that if you walk under a lad-
der and cross your fingers and
wish for something, it negates
the i1l luck and you have a very
good chance of getting your wish
to come true. In fact, the very
first time T did it, I had just
written to DAW books, and said,
"Would you be interested in see-
a svnopsis of my novel?" And

“I have practiced a minor

form of witchcraft ...
based on willpower...
and sometimes it’s
worked very well...”

I have prac-

they said, 'Yes." WNow I still
believe that it was that wish un-
der that ladder that did that.

Q: I had one experience where a
witch offered to cast a spell for
me. She said, "Anything you
want." So I said, '"Make my
next story sell." So she did,
and it almost did. The only pro-
blem was I was supposed to take a
lavender-scented bath at midnight
while burning a green candle, and
T declined to do this. So, while
the story was accepted, the an-
thology never came out, and I've
had this curse ever since.

Lee: Those things that witches
use, they're focusing agents.
This is the primary importance to
all those things that witches use

that are accessories to witchecraft.

They are means of focusing and
they are means of proving to vour-
self that yvou are really doing
that thing. Had vou taken the
lavender-scented bath -- Oh, how
lovely -~ while burningthe rreen
candle, however ridiculous you
felt, and however ridiculous you
smelled afterwards, you would have
had it firmly fixed in vour mind
that you'd done it.
your will power. I guess the lady
knew you wouldn't do it, so she
was working for you. She may have
sensed, because she'd have to be
fairly sensitive if she's a witch,
that you hadn't done it, and that
would help negate her power. So
you had the beneficial side work-
ing for you, but you negated it.

I think you should duplicate those
conditions sometime, and do it
again, and see what happens.

Q: The manuscript was already

in the mail, so how would my will
power have mattered at all? Tt
should have been the editor's that
mattered.

Lee: Do you mean it was in the
mail coming back to you or going

out?

Q: It was going out.

That activates

Lee: But he hadn't seen it yet?

Q: I don't think he had.

Lee: That's exactly it. What you
were doing tn fact was you were
extending your will power because
you wanted him to publish it., T
would imagine that if you were a
really terrible writer and had
written a really awful manuscript,
it probably would not help, but
assuming you have a good manu-
script, one does need luck. One
does need timing. It's very hard
to guess at timing. So you're
throwing a protective lasso around
that work. You're putting a ring
of light around it, saying, "I've
done this thing. T have perpetra-
ted these acts.'" They bolster it.
So when he gets it, he feels that
crackle of electricity, and it
probably does influence him. Do
you realize that all over this
country people will now be taking
lavender baths and burning green
candles and we'll have a whole
pile of stories being published.

Q: T suspect that the backfiring
of this had wide-reaching conse-
quences. The editor in question
was Lin Carter and the anthology
would have come after what turned
out to be the last anthologyv in
the Ballantine Adult Fantasy se-
ries. Ever after I've had this
history of selling to people who
go out of business.

Lee: You're going to be so popu-
lar. [Laughs] You have a lot to
answer for. What can T say?
That's terrifying.

Q: T hope I'm not the Typhoid
Mary of publishing. Speaking of
which, what do you have coming out
in the near future?

Lee: The title of the book I'm
working on now might alter, but at
present it's called Sung In the
Shadow of Night: That is the

one about the alternate Renais-
sance Italy. But before that,
there will be Lycanthia, which

is a novel about werewolves, and
it's set in France about 1913,
highly romantic, highly gothic,
great fun and rather nasty. Very
nasty, actually. Then there will
be Delusion's Master, which is the
third in the Azharn series. I can
sum that up in a very few words:
Azharn in love, perhaps yet again
but very intensely this time. The
next one will be The Silver Metal
Lover, and that can be summed up
in its first sentence, which is,
"Mother, I am in love with a ro-
bot."
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